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The German part of the European Bookshelf must start with this author!

The autobiographial book “ School blues” and also his essay “ Like a novel” - that is to say-  were the kick-off to the project idea of our European Partnership!
Both books speak in an impassioned way about the importance of language and of reading as a base of education and culture.

Pennac, teacher and bestselling author, writes about his expesperinece with young migrants in the banlieues of Paris and about the adventure of reading promotion.
He uses old recipes to make his pupils love literature:

Recipe 1: Reading out loud!
Today it is not a matter of course for little children to make their first experience with literature by their parents reading loud. Why not reading sessions for adults, for people with no reading experience, for people who prefer to use electronic media? They can not escape the magic of the spoken word, says Pennac.
Recipe 2: Learning by heart!
Literature was and stays the memory of mankind. Literature helps us, comfort us, make us cheerful, make us thinking… Poetry, learned by heart and read out loud, gives us the pleasure of sounds, of rhythme, of repetition of words, of our own voice.
We applied both recipes into our reading project for migrants:

Reading out loud as motivation for reading in their own responsibility, in order to learn foreign languages, in order to appreciate their own mother language. 

Reading as a chance of getting to know other truths and realities.

Learning by heart in order to exercise pronounciation and accentuation, but even – more important – in order to retain in memory a “ treasure” of words with timeless meaning.
We proved both recipes during the two years of our project and assessed them as good!
Merci, Monsieur Pennac!

